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THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN BREAK 


Bntered as seconé- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y¥., under the act 
of Mareh 3, 1879. 


HE rupture of diplomatic and com- 

mercial relations between Great 
Britain and Soviet Russia raises prob- 
lems more serious than any international 
controversy on the political horizon. 
This action, which sets back the clock in 
Anglo-Russian relations to the period 
preceding the conclusion of the Trade 
Agreement of 1921, follows a long period 
of strained relations. 

Since 1921 the British Government has 
complained on numerous occasions 
against the activities of Soviet agents 
throughout the Empire. On February 
23, last, Sir Austen Chamberlain threat- 
ened severance of diplomatic relations, 
protesting against alleged violations of 
the Trade Agreement, which provided 
that each party refrain from hostile ac- 
tion or undertakings against the other 
and from conducting outside of its own 
borders any official propaganda. 

On May 12, the Russian trade delega- 
tion headquarters in London were raided 
by the police and, according to Mr. Bald- 
win, investigation has shown that these 
offices ‘‘were habitually used for subver- 
sive correspondence” in Great Britain, 
the Dominions and the United States of 
America. 

“Diplomatic relations,” declared Mr. 
Baldwin in the House of Commons, May 
24, “when they are deliberately and 
systematically abused are themselves a 
danger to peace, and the Government 
therefore has decided that unless the 
House expresses disapproval on Thurs- 
day, they will terminate the agreement 
and require the withdrawal of the 
Trade Delegation and the Soviet mission 
from London and recall the British mis- 
sion from Moscow.” 

The Labor Party is expected to chal- 
lenge the Government to an election on 
the issues of Anglo-Russian relations and 


the Trade Unions Bill. The findings of 
the raid are to be published and pre- 
sented to Parliament prior to the debate. 

The breach does not mean the open- 
ing of hostilities between the two coun- 
tries. Premier Baldwin asserted that so 
far as the British Government was con- 
cerned legitimate trade could continue 
and that the government was prepared 
to make all arrangements necessary for 
ordinary trade facilities between the two 
countries. 

What effect this step will have on the 
policy pursued by the Stalin Govern- 
ment, it is impossible to say at this time. 
The vital question which arises is: Will 
the nationalist policy just beginning to 
assert itself in Russia be blocked by the 
break, and will the policies of the Third 
International directed toward world 
revolution prevail? 

Turkey Westward Bent 

Wis four months of the rejection 

of the Turco-American treaty of 
Lausanne by the United States Senate 
it is now announced that this country is 
about to celebrate the resumption of 
formal diplomatic relations with Turkey 
by the appointment of Mr. Joseph C. 
Grew, Under-Secretary of State, as 
United States Ambassador to Turkey. 
The Angora government has not yet 
made public its choice of an ambassador 
to Washington, but there is reason to be- 
lieve that a selection has already been 
made and will shortly be announced. 

The recess appointment of an Ameri- 
can ambassador to Turkey is the second 
step the Washington administration has 
taken on its own initiative toward regu- 
larizing relations with Turkey since the 
Senate rejected the Turkish treaty in 
January. The first step was the negotia- 
tion of a provisional agreement with 
Turkey whereby a modus vivendi was 
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established pending the coming into ef- 
fect of a Turco-American treaty.* In this 

ment it was provided that the 
United States and Turkey should estab- 
lish between themselves diplomatic and 
consular relations based upon the prin- 
ciples of international law, and that they 
should proceed to the appointment of 
ambassadors as soon as possible, it being 
understood that a naturalization conven- 
tion would be negotiated between the 
two countries within six months of the 
coming into effect of the Turco-American 
treaty. 

What the Administration has done 
seems to have been based on the assump- 
tion that the United States Senate would 
reconsider the Lausanne Treaty at its 
next session, as indeed, Senator Borah, 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, has already stated it 
would do. In any case, the appointment 
of Mr. Grew as Ambassador to Turkey 
will have to be submitted to the Senate 
for approval when it first convenes in the 
fall, and whether or not the Administra- 
tion will be upheld by the Senate will 
become apparent at that time. 

Diplomatic relations between Turkey 
and the United States were severed ten 
years ago on the initiative of the former, 
two weeks after the United States de- 
clared war on Turkey’s ally, Germany. 
In 1919, after the war was ended, an 
American High Commissioner in the per- 
son of Admiral] Mark L. Bristol was des- 
patched to Constantinople, but he pos- 
sessed no diplomatic standing beyond 
that accorded to him through the court- 
esy of the Turkish authorities, while the 
country he represented and the country 
to which he was accredited remained 
without a formal treaty, and the interests 
of Turkish citizens in the United States 
were entrusted to the Persian Minister 
at Washington. The administration ap- 
parently intends to put an end to this 
situation and to resume straightforward 
relations with a country with which it 
has not been at war and with which it 
sees no advantage in being on equivocal 
terms. 

Extra-Territorial Rights in Persia 

ERSIA is the most recent recruit in 

the general movement against the 
régime of extra-territorial privileges of 
foreigners in so-called backward coun- 
tries. The Teheran government recently 
announced that on May 10, 1928, it 
would abrogate the régime of the Capitu- 
lations in Persia. After that date repre- 
sentatives of foreign legations and con- 
sulates would no longer be permitted to 
attend Persian law courts as formerly in 
cases where foreigners were involved. 
The Persian Department of Justice, ad- 
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vised during the last twenty years by a 
French legal expert, has recently been 
thoroughly reorganized under the direc- 
tion of Davar, a Persian lawyer of Euro- 
pean training. The Persian Government 
took the position that there was conse- 
quently no further necessity for for- 
eigners to claim the special safeguards 
afforded by the Capitulations. 
Extra-territorial privileges were estab- 
lished in 1828 by the Treaty of Turk- 
manchai when Russia imposed a humili- 
ating peace on its defeated Persian foe. 
Other European countries subsequently 
demanded and received similar special 
rights. Russia, the first to benefit by the 
Capitulations, was the first country to 
renounce its special privileges, when in 
1921 the Soviet Government voluntarily 
and formally relinquished them. Turkey 
has been the only other nation to follow 
the lead of Russia. Great Britain, pre- 
sumably with a view toward concerted 
action, has taken steps to ascertain the 
views of European governments on the 
recent Persian declaration. Press re- 
ports indicate that foreign commercial 
concerns in Persia do not view the pro- 
posed abrogation with alarm, and it is 
not unlikely that a satisfactory arrange- 
ment will be reached without the mutual 
charges of coercion and bad faith that 
have marked the discussions of similar 
questions in the case of Turkey and 


China. 
Noies 

Reports of developments in the Chi- 
nese situation within the past week are 
confused and chaotic. Rumor has it 
that efforts are being made by Borodin 
to affect a reconciliation with Chiang 
Kai Shek, ostensibly in conformance 
with the recent opinion of Moscow that 
the work accomplished thus far in China 
may be best preserved by a modification 
of radical methods, but also quite prob- 
ably because a reconciliation of sorts be- 
tween Hankow and Nanking would ob- 
viously lessen the immediate strain on 
Hankow and make possible a combined 
drive toward Peking. 

The recent withdrawal of Basil New- 
ton, British representative at Hankow, 
following a British note to Eugene Chen 
which charges Hankow with having 
“failed to make good their claim to gov- 
ern in accordance with the standards of 
responsible modern government’ is 
viewed by many as a final break in the 
negotiations between Great Britain and 
the Hankow Government. Such a view 
is further supported by the fact that the 
British Minister has recently gone to 
Shanghai for the purpose of negotiating 
with Chiang Kai Shek for a settlement 
of the Nanking affair and to discuss the 
practicability of recognizing the new 
Nationalist Government at Nanking. 
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